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[bookmark: _GoBack]Bird Adoption/Foster Application
Welcome to the Gilcrease Nature Sanctuary adoption program and thank you for your interest in adopting a bird from us. Please complete this application so that we can assist you in selecting a bird that is compatible with your personality and your lifestyle. The application is designed to be comprehensive, so we can determine if the adoption is in the bird’s best interests. We appreciate your patience in providing accurate and detailed information.

Your application will be reviewed by a committee, which will then make a decision about whether or not to proceed with the adoption. Please allow a few weeks for the decision to be made. 
By successfully completing the adoption process, you will become an integral part of the Gilcrease Nature Sanctuary family. You will have the honor of caring for a bird in need of a loving, nurturing environment and will be joining Gilcrease Nature Sanctuary in the quest for finding optimal living environments for all captive birds.
 
To be considered as an adopter, you must: 
· Be 21 years of age or older 
· Have identification showing your present address 
· Have the knowledge and consent of your landlord (if applicable) 
· Be able and willing to provide an indoor cage or aviary, a secure outdoor enclosure, or the experience of fresh air and sunlight on a routine basis.
Be financially stable and be committed to providing both routine maintenance and necessary medical care.
 
Date _________________________ 
Completion of this application does not guarantee adoption of a Gilcrease Nature Sanctuary bird. Please print legibly and complete the entire application. Please include pictures of the area where the bird will live, as well as the family the bird will be living with. It is important for us to get a feel for the environment the bird will inhabit. Thank you! 
Partner’s name_____________________________ Age: _________   
Your name________________________________ Age: __________
[bookmark: Partners_name]  
[bookmark: Your_name]Personal Information 
[bookmark: 1825][image: ]|_|18-25 		[image: ]|_| 46-65		
[bookmark: 2645][bookmark: 66_2][image: ]|_| 26-45 		[image: ]|_| 66+ 

Fax__________________________ E-mail ________________________________________ 
[bookmark: Fax]Home phone__________________________ Cell phone _____________________________ 
[bookmark: Cell_phone][bookmark: Home_phone]City______________________________ State_________________ Zip_________________ 
Street address _______________________________________________________________ 

[bookmark: Species]Is there a particular parrot or parrots you are interested in adopting? 
[image: ] Yes     [image: ] No  

[bookmark: Species_2]If yes: Name ___________________________ Species ____________________________  

[bookmark: If_yes_list_their_names_and_ages_1]Do you have children living full-time or part-time in your home?     [image: ] Yes       [image: ] No  
If yes, list their names and ages. ________________________________________________
 __________________________________________________________________________

[bookmark: Hours_of_employment_2][bookmark: Partners_occupation][bookmark: Fax_3][bookmark: Work_phone_2]Partner’s employer________________________________ Years employed there _________ Partner’s occupation________________________ Hours of employment_________________  Work phone_________________________ Fax  ___________________________________ 
[bookmark: Hours_of_employment][bookmark: Your_occupation][bookmark: Fax_2][bookmark: Work_phone][bookmark: Years_employed_there_2][bookmark: Partners_employer]Your employer____________________________________ Years employed there ________ Your occupation________________________ Hours of employment ___________________  Work phone_________________________ Fax  ___________________________________ 
1. [bookmark: If_yes_list_their_names_and_ages_2][bookmark: Years_employed_there][bookmark: Your_employer]

If you rent, may we contact the owner to obtain permission for this parrot to live in your home? 
· Yes  [image: ] No 
Owner’s name and phone number: _________________________________ 


[image: ]
Is everyone in your household aware that this adoption application is being made? 
[image: ] Yes  [image: ] No 
If no, please explain. __________________________________________________________ 

[bookmark: If_no_please_explain_2]Does everyone in your household agree with the decision to have a parrot in the house? 

· Yes  [image: ] No     
· If no, please explain. ______________________________________________ 
Health Considerations 
Are you aware that bird dander can contribute to chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) or other respiratory diseases? Some parrot species produce more of this powdery dander than others, but all of them can produce dander. Some people are allergic to parrot or cockatoo dander, which can be very problematic if they have such a bird living in their home. 
Our birds are tested for psittacosis, also known as chlamydia, a disease that can be transmitted to humans. However, these tests may not always reveal whether the bird has the disease. 
A bird’s respiratory system is different from a human respiratory system. Cigarette smoke can 
be very damaging to the avian respiratory system and may significantly impact the health of the 
bird. 
Does anyone in the household have a health condition that could restrict his/her ability to handle or care for a parrot? [image: ] Yes  [image: ] No 
If yes, please explain. _________________________________________________________ 
[bookmark: If_yes_please_list_them_1]Does anyone in your household have allergies? [image: ] Yes    [image: ] No 

[bookmark: If_yes_please_list_them_2]If yes, please list them. ________________________________________________________ 

Does anyone in your household smoke? [image: ] Yes   [image: ] No
If yes, do you allow smoking in the house? [image: ] Yes   [image: ]No 
Have you read the list of household chemicals, foods and plants that may be harmful to parrots? 
Are you willing to monitor the family’s use of these chemicals and are you able to monitor the types of treats others give the bird? [image: ] Yes     [image: ] No 
Other Pets 
Do you currently have pets or other animals living in your home or on your property? 
[image: ] Yes    [image: ] No If yes, list the type of animal, age and how long you’ve had the animal. 
[bookmark: How_long_1]Type(s) of animal _________________(dog, cat, etc.)          Age ________	How long __

[bookmark: How_long_2][bookmark: How_long_3][bookmark: How_long_4][bookmark: How_long_5][bookmark: How_long_6][bookmark: How_long_7][bookmark: Age_1][bookmark: Age_2][bookmark: Age_3][bookmark: Age_4][bookmark: Age_5][bookmark: Age_6][bookmark: Age_7][bookmark: Type_of_animal_dog_cat_etc_1][bookmark: Type_of_animal_dog_cat_etc_2][bookmark: Type_of_animal_dog_cat_etc_3][bookmark: Type_of_animal_dog_cat_etc_4][bookmark: Type_of_animal_dog_cat_etc_5][bookmark: Type_of_animal_dog_cat_etc_6][bookmark: Type_of_animal_dog_cat_etc_7][bookmark: Describe_the_general_health_and_any_spec]Describe the general health and any special needs of these animals. 
[bookmark: Describe_the_diet_housing_and_environmen]Describe the diet, housing and environmental enrichment you provide for these animals. 
[bookmark: Have_you_had_other_animals_in_the_past]Have you had other animals in the past? [image: ]Yes  [image: ] No  
If yes, 
What type?_____________________________________________________________
When did you have these animals? _______________________________________________
[bookmark: When_did_you_have_these_animals][bookmark: Why_do_you_no_longer_have_them]Why do you no longer have them? _______________________________________________
[bookmark: humane_organization_or_agency]Have you or your partner ever adopted a bird or other animal from Gilcrease Nature Sanctuary or another humane organization or agency? [image: ]Yes     [image: ] No
If yes, please explain: _________________________________________________________

[bookmark: humane_organization_or_agency_2]Have you or your partner ever surrendered a bird or other animal to Gilcrease Nature Sanctuary or another humane organization or agency? [image: ] Yes     [image: ] No
If yes, please explain: _________________________________________________________

[bookmark: Do_you_breed_or_show_any_of_your_pets_or]Do you breed or show any of your pets or other animals? 
[image: ] Yes     [image: ] No
If yes, please explain: _________________________________________________________

[bookmark: List_other_birds_you_currently_breed_or_]Are you interested in adopting for breeding purposes? [image: ] Yes     [image: ] No
List other birds you currently breed or have bred in the past. ___________________________


[bookmark: Describe_the_daily_routine_in_your_house]Describe the daily routine in your household. _______________________________________ 
[bookmark: Does_the_routine_differ_on_weekends]Does the routine differ on weekends?     [image: ] Yes    [image: ] No
If yes, how? _________________________________________________________________
[bookmark: Who_cares_for_the_animals_when_you_are_t][bookmark: undefined_8]
Who cares for the animals when you are traveling, on vacation, or away from home overnight?

[bookmark: Who_is_your_avian_veterinarian][bookmark: Fax_4][bookmark: Clinic_name]Who is your avian veterinarian? _________________________________________________  Clinic name _________________________________________________________________  Phone______________________________ Fax  ___________________________________ Do you need a list of avian veterinarians in your area? [image: ] Yes     [image: ] No 

Anticipated Household and Lifestyle Changes 
[bookmark: undefined_9]Do you or your partner plan to make any significant changes in employment or occupation in the future? [image: ]Yes     [image: ] No
If yes, please explain: _________________________________________________________

[bookmark: If_you_do_plan_to_have_children_how_do_y]If you don’t have children now, do you plan to have them in the future?   [image: ] Yes     [image: ] No 
[bookmark: the_animals_in_your_care]If you do plan to have children, how do you anticipate that this will affect your relationship with the animals in your care? ______________________________________________________ 
[bookmark: to_keep_your_commitments_to_all_the_anim]If your primary or family/household relationships were to change significantly, would you be able to keep your commitments to all the animals in your care? 
[image: ] Yes     [image: ] No
[bookmark: If_yes_how_would_you_arrange_to_keep_thi]
If yes, how would you arrange to keep this commitment? ______________________________

If your living and/or financial situation were to change dramatically, would you be able to keep your commitments to all animals in your care? [image: ] Yes  [image: ] No 
[bookmark: If_yes_how_would_you_keep_this_commitmen]If yes, how would you keep this commitment under changed circumstances? 
[bookmark: Describe_the_lifestyle_changes_you_might]Describe the lifestyle changes you might anticipate over the next 5, 10 and 25 years. 
Gilcrease Nature Sanctuary return policy requires that you return the bird to Gilcrease Nature Sanctuary if you are no longer able to care for the bird and that you make every effort to ensure that others around you know that the parrot is to return to Gilcrease Nature Sanctuary. 
Are you aware of this stipulation and are you willing to agree to it? [image: ] Yes [image: ] No 

If you are no longer able to care for the parrot and another family member is interested in taking the parrot, he/she must apply for the adoption. 
[bookmark: undefined_10]Bird Interests and Experience 
[bookmark: What_experience_do_you_have_with_captive][bookmark: undefined_11]What experience do you have with captive birds? ___________________________________ 
[bookmark: What_resources_have_you_consulted_on_the][bookmark: undefined_12]What resources have you consulted on the proper care of captive birds? _________________ 
[bookmark: What_factors_are_the_most_important_to_y]What factors are the most important to you regarding the adoption of a bird? ____________ 
[bookmark: undefined_13][bookmark: undefined_14]Would you consider adopting a bird with special needs (i.e., medical, physical or behavioral challenges)? [image: ]Yes     [image: ] No
Please explain. ______________________________________________________________

[bookmark: What_species_of_parrot_are_you_intereste]What species of bird are you interested in adopting? _______________________________  Why this species? ____________________________________________________________ Are you familiar with the vocalizations that this species of bird makes and is this something that your family is willing to live with? [image: ] Yes     [image: ] No 
[bookmark: Do_not_expect_to_keep_the_parrot_quiet_T]
Do not expect to keep the parrot “quiet”: This is who he/she is.

Who will be the primary caregiver(s) for the bird? __________________________________ 

[bookmark: What_are_some_traits_and_needs_particula][bookmark: undefined_16]What are some traits and needs particular to this species? ____________________________ 
[bookmark: Explain_how_you_would_provide_proper_hou][bookmark: undefined_17]Explain how you would provide proper housing for this species. ________________________ 
[bookmark: Explain_how_you_would_provide_proper_nut]Explain how you would provide proper nutrition for this species. ________________________ 
[bookmark: If_your_adopted_parrot_develops_a_behavi]If your adopted bird develops a behavioral problem, how would you deal with it? 
[bookmark: How_will_adding_this_parrot_to_your_life]How will adding this bird to your life enrich the quality of life for this bird? 
Please be aware that adopting a bird requires a commitment unlike that of any other companion animal. It requires a loving attitude from everyone in the household. Birds are very emotionally sensitive to negativity and angry emotions. 
Also, the birds from Gilcrease Nature Sanctuary are all rescued from situations that were less than ideal, so they may display behaviors that may not work in your household. Some of these behaviors may not show up immediately, but only after a period of time. If you ever need help redirecting a parrot’s behavior, we can consult with you, either referring you to an expert in the field or guiding you with some techniques. But, birds are who they are, and some may not change to suit your lifestyle. Gilcrease Nature Sanctuary makes a lifetime commitment to all our animals and we will accept a bird back at any time. Thank you for wanting to give a bird a safe and loving home. 

Please mail this application to: 
Gilcrease Nature Sanctuary 
Attention: Executive Director
8103 Racel St
Las Vegas, NV 89131

OR
 
Email completed form to gilcreasenaturesanctuary@yahoo.com
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Where do you live? Ll House LlApartment LICondo Ll Mobile home Ll Other
Do you own or rent your home? [OOwn [ORent
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